
Fees 
First six visits cost £3.50 per  
session 
After six visits you must apply to 
become a Full or Linked Member 
of the Civil Service Sports Club 
(£43.20 p.a.). CSS Club members 
pay £2.50 per session 
 
Membership of the Civil Service 
Table Tennis Club is £28.00 p.a. 
which includes the cost of a club 
shirt. Table Tennis Club members 
pay £1.50 per session 
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Bristol & District Table Tennis Association Presentation Evening 
Monday 3rd June 2013 at Almondsbury Table Tennis Club 

The Annual General Meeting was followed by the presentation of prizes for the  
winter league and Bristol Closed tournament, among other events. The trophies were 
presented by the guest of honour, Mrs Vivienne Feltham. Vivienne is the widow of a 
long-serving association member who was one of our top players. Vivienne present-
ed the Colin Feltham trophy which she had provided some years ago and which is 
awarded annually to the best boy or best girl. The table was groaning with silverware 
and it was great to see the Civil Service Club so well represented among the prize 

winners. 
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Terry Toghill and Paul Barlow: winners of the 
Division 3–5 doubles, Bristol Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Civil Service Raiders Garth Kinlocke, Dan 
Kolesnik and Chris Hansell: winners of the 
Premier Division – an historic first Premiership 
League winning achievement for our club – 
see account on page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil Service Cavaliers Dean Barmby 
and Alex Ono: runners-up of Division 6. 
The other members of the team were 
Martyn Bryan and Rob Dixon  

Civil Service Trojans John Bedwell, Ken 
Simmons, Mark Orriss and Radek  
Mastalerz:  winners of Division 8 and head-
ing for promotion – see account on page 3 

 

The Club is going to hold two table tennis tournaments this summer. 
Doors will open at 12:00 with matches commencing at 13:00.  Entry fee: £5 
Format: Matches will be run on a league basis. There will be 4 groups. 1st place will go to 
one group. 2nd place to another and so on. Depending on time we may make the second 
set of groups best of 7. It will be an exhausting tournament as all players will play at least 7 
matches so come prepared! 
More information will be sent out the closer we get to the dates.  
Please get in touch with me as soon as possible if you want to participate in one or both 
tournaments. 
Mark Kinlocke mark.kinlocke@googlemail.com 

NEW! Club tournaments – Saturday 6th July and Saturday 31st August 
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Table tennis club  
committee 
 

President 

Ken Simmonds 
 

Chairman  

Terry Toghill 
 
Deputy Chairman; 
Coaching and  

Competitions 

Mark Kinlocke 
 

Secretary 

Paul Barlow  
 

Treasurer 

Richard Oram   
 

Welfare Officer 

Tim Harris 
 

Publicity Officer 

Charlotte Taylor   

I am involved in plenty of 
table tennis in Westward 
Ho! (rather more than  
Ginette expected when we 
moved here...) including 
playing in the first division 
of the North Devon league, 
helping with the junior club 
in the Bideford Youth  
Centre, going to practice 
sessions in Northam, table 
tennis coaching at Bideford 
College, running the first 
TT competition at the local 
cricket club and practising 
with the robot. I’ve also 
joined the Kingsley Bowls 
Club and am about to get 
into kite surfing! I am  
hoping to come up and see 
everyone at the club in  
July. 
 
Marcus Berry 

Update from Marcus 

Three Civil Service teams are participating in the Summer League. Each player plays three 
games of two sets up to 21. Handicaps apply, based on winter 
league performance (though some of us might feel we could 
do with a rather larger number of points to start off with…)! 
 
Team A   Team B   
Chris Adamek  Paul Barlow  
Dean Barmby  Julian Boucher  
John Bedwell  Stuart Murray-Williams 
Charlotte Taylor  Matt Wheeler 
   Steve Williams 
 
Team C (new arrivals from Page) 
Duncan Jones 
Steve Kingscott 
Tom Mould 
Tim Pike   We wish all our teams well! 

Summer League 

Now that the 2012/13 BDTTA winter league is well 
behind us and the bright long summer evenings are 
upon us, I feel I am itching to pick up my table tennis 
bat again, get out and burn some rubber. As a bit of 
a self-confessed TT nut I am only too keen to carry 
on playing through the summer months, so luckily for 
me and many other TT diehards in Bristol there is the 
BDTTA summer league to keep us out of mischief. 
As a new member of the CSSC TT club I asked to 
play in the summer league this year and volunteered 
to captain one of the 3 teams we have entered in the 
competition. The format and organisation is a little 
less formal than the winter league and the games 
have to be scheduled and organised between team 
captains. There are 8 or 9 teams in each of the 3 
divisions and you will only play each team once in 
your division. There is a little organisation for the 
captains as they have to ensure players are available but you can ask other summer league 
players from other teams in your club to help out and play if you are short. The teams that 
finish in the top 2 positions of each division will end up playing in a finals day in September at 
Almondsbury TT club. This event and the overall organisation of the summer league is kindly 
overseen each year by Almondsbury’s Aylwyn Powell. 
The format of the games is a bit of a throwback to days gone by with each member of the  
3-person teams playing each other in a game of 2 sets, first to 21 points (5 serves each). 
There is no third set and no deuce at 20–20 (21–20 wins you the game). The winner of each 
game is decided by the cumulative points score over the 2 sets after any additional points 
have been awarded for handicaps. The most interesting part of the summer league is that 
you get to play against players of different standards, as a team can be made up with a mix of 
players from any of the winter league divisions. To even out this potential discrepancy in 
standards between players, handicap points are awarded to the lower ranked players. So for 
example a Div 7 player who plays a Div 3 player might expect to be awarded an additional 16 
points over 2 sets. Therefore if the result of the game is 21–13, 21–14 in favour of  the Div 3 
player, the adjusted score is 42–43 in favour of the Div 7 player. The winner is awarded 1 
team point for this. There are 9 games and nine points up for grabs and an additional 2  
bonus points for the team which finishes with the highest total of cumulative team points. So, 
interestingly, it is possible to lose the game with a score 5–4 but score more cumulative team 
points (get awarded 2 bonus points) and end up winning the match 6–5. I appreciate this may 
sound a little confusing on paper but once you have played a game or two it is fairly straight-
forward to pick up and does make for some exciting games. 
At the time of writing, my team Civil Service A have played 3 matches, won 1 and lost 2. So 
we have had a bit of an indifferent start and the table tennis club may have to rely on one of 
the other 2 teams this year for any chance of summer league glory. The whole spirit and feel 
of the summer league is a little less formal and serious than that of the winter league and it’s 
worth remembering it’s all for the fun and enjoyment of the game. Chris Adamek 

Summer League – a captain’s story from Chris Adamek 

 



Two tales of success – from the Premiership and Division 8 

Civil Service Raiders win the league for 
the first time in the club’s history 

And so the 
2012/13 sea-
son comes to 
an end and 
what a season 
it has been! 
Having finished 
the first half of 
the season at 
the top of the 
table, we were 
able to main-
tain our strong 
form through-
out and pre-

vailed as champions for the first time in Civil 
Service history. As the Raiders captain, I am 
particularly proud of this achievement as is the 
rest of the team including Dan Kolesnik and 
Chris Hansell. Unfortunately, next season I will 
be unable to play in the league but I am  
confident the new team will emulate the  
success we achieved this season. Finally good 
luck to all the Civil Service players next season 
and my personal thanks go to Dan and Chris 
whose hard work enabled this success. 
Garth Kinlocke 
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Civil Service Trojans win Division 8 
It’s been a great season for the Trojans, winning 
division 8 without losing a game and reaching 
the final of the Mordecai Cup. The team was 
well captained throughout by John Bedwell who 
graciously stood down to allow the other three 
of us (Radek Mastalerz, Mark Orriss and Ken  
Simmons) to take our place in the cup final. 
We’d already beaten two division 1 teams en 
route and our fellow club team the Cavaliers 
from division 6 in the quarter finals. Even with 
our 240 point advantage we knew we were up 
against it when our opponents, Portishead B, 
started practising. It was plain to see how they’d 
managed to top division 2 winning all 20 of their 
games and only losing 40 points all season. 
Needless to say we were well beaten on the 
night but, with this being a handicap competi-
tion, we were still in with a shout right up until 
the last game. We knew we had to win eight 
points per game to take it all the way and we 
were on track to do this with three matches 
left. But, alas, it was not to be as we finally ran 
out of steam and went down by just 22 points –  
Portishead were worthy winners. The games 
were all played in good humour and we all tried 
our hardest and played some good table tennis 
in places. So, a runners-up cup (see photo) and 
division 8 winners trophy sit proudly on the 
mantelpiece after this season’s efforts – can’t be 
bad... Mark Orriss 

We have to say goodbye for now to Garth who 
is off to London for a year’s work placement be-
fore he comes back to Bristol University for the  
final year of his degree in Business Studies. Garth 
has represented the Civil Service Club with dis-
tinction and we wish him well for this year away 
from us. He will 
find a table tennis 
club in London but 
will come back to 
us in 2014. Thank 
you, Garth, and 
good luck for this 
next stage of your 
studies! 

Au revoir to Garth 
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Launch of Table Tennis at Ashton Gate 

Steve Goodfield has been the club groundsman for ten years and is known to us all as the man who 
keeps the club’s pitches in such good condition – one very important element of his wide-ranging  
responsibilities. He joined the club after 31 years at Shirehampton Golf Course, and comes from a  
family firmly rooted in nature – his grandfather was head gardener at Brentry Colony, and his sister was 
a seed scientist at the Long Ashton Research Station. As a boy, Steve already enjoyed the responsibility 
of watering the strawberries with measured amounts of water in the experimental greenhouses there. 
He looks back with great satisfaction at the 10,000 trees he planted in Shirehampton Park in the 70s, 
after the country’s elm trees were stricken with Dutch 
Elm disease. Steve once tried an office job for a few 
months but knew immediately that it was not for him. 
He loves being out of doors so finds plenty of job satis-
faction in preparing the cricket and football pitches to a 
high standard – mowing the grass is just one aspect of 
this ongoing work – and enjoys getting appreciative  
feedback from the club’s cricketers and footballers. He 
particularly enjoys fine days when he can get all his work 
done, and coming down in the evening to see people 
making use of his work. On the negative side, he is 
grieved by the amount of vandalism that the club  
experiences – youngsters come at night and wreck 
things – and litter is a constant problem; bottles and food packets are left all round the pitches, and  
Steve collects a black bin bag of rubbish every week, and more in summer. Dog walkers not clearing up 
after their dogs are another problem.  
Steve loves nature, and when he has some free time, walking is a favourite pastime, with Severn Beach 
his most loved spot. The changing seasons with their flowers, insects and birds fascinate him, and he 
looks out for the local swifts whose return to Filton Avenue each year happens within a range of five 
days. Most of us will have met his dog, Duncan, a rescue greyhound that Steve took into his home five 
years ago, who patiently and loyally accompanies him on his daily tasks. 
As for table tennis, Steve, like many of us, played as a boy with a net on the dining table, but has not 
played since then – though he has pool trophies to his name.  
Steve is not a big drinker, but his pint of choice would be some rough cider or scrumpy. 
Thank you for chatting to me in such an open and friendly way, Steve – and for all you do for the club. 

The characters downstairs… the second in an occasional series introducing the staff who 
keep the Civil Service Club going. This time we get to know Steve Goodfield, the club’s 
hard-working and friendly groundsman 

The launch of the table tennis initiative at Ashton Gate was a 
great success by all accounts, with more than 80 people enjoy-
ing an evening in the Dolman Exhibition Hall, which has been 
set up with twenty tables and a robot.... Look it up on 
YouTube to see club members in action – Paul Barlow and 
Chris Price are much in evidence at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ThqMuqpd74 ! Well 
known faces from Filton Academy feature too… 
Table tennis sessions will take place every Thursday evening, 
and cost £3. More details are to be found at 
http://www.bristolcitycommunitytrust.org.uk/2013/05/ 
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See our website at 
http://bristol-cssc-
tabletennis.weebly.
com/index.html  
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More information?   
If you have any questions about any aspect of table tennis at the Bristol Civil Service Table Tennis 
Club – membership, coaching, costs, how to get involved in a team, what happens at club night on 
a Sunday – please get in touch with Paul Barlow at paulbarlow@blueyonder.co.uk  

If you have any comments on this newsletter, or 
items for the next one, please contact Charlotte: 
charlottejanetaylor@tiscali.co.uk 
The next newsletter will be prepared at the end of 
the summer. All contributions welcome, especially 
photos!  

ETTA MEMBERSHIP 
Just a reminder that we all need to register or renew our 
ETTA membership before we can play in next season’s 
league competitions. Membership is due in July. This can 
easily be completed on the ETTA web site at etta.co.uk. 
CLUB AND LEAGUE FORMS 
Paul Barlow needs the club and BDTTA forms completed 
promptly. He is a volunteer and gladly gives us his time  
willingly. He deserves a quick response to his requests. 
Please help. 
CSSC MEMBERSHIP 
This must also be renewed or joining procedure completed 
for new players. Due on the anniversary of joining. 
If in doubt on any of the above please ring me: 
07505104454. 
 
I hope everyone is looking forward to the new season, and 
your Table Tennis committee hope to continue to improve 
our kit and facilities at the CSSC. 
 
Terry Toghill 
Chairman 

Notes from the Chairman 

The ITTF has announced that poly balls will replace the current celluloid balls in all ITTF competitions from July 
2014. New seamless plastic balls have been undergoing testing to assess their effect on play and what players 
think of them. Studies evaluated and compared how much speed and spin was generated when the two types of 
balls were struck in conditions corresponding to typical match play. 
 
Celluloid balls are made up of two halves glued together whereas the poly balls are produced by rotational  
moulding.  
 
Players who have tested the new ball found that: 
Ball seems to move slower 
Ball has a higher bounce 
Ball makes a sound like a defective ball 
Control and feeling are good 
Expect longer rallies 
Defensive players may find advantage 
 
Information from the BBC Sports website 

Poly balls to replace celluloid in 2014 – ITTF announcement 24th April 2013 


